
Donovan Rogers 
248-781-6442 | rogers.donovan1@gmail.com | www.linkedin.com/donovan-rogers  

Education ————————————————————————————————— 
 

The University of Michigan                                                                                                Ann Arbor, MI 
    Bachelor of Fine Arts in Theatre Performance: Acting                                                            Jul. 2020 - April 2024 
    Minors in Performing Arts Management & Entrepreneurship (PAME), Playwriting  
 

Experience ————————————————————————————————— 
 
 

Founder & Producing Artistic Director                                                                   March 2020 - Present 
The DR’s Laboratory L.L.C.                                                                                                     Metro-Detroit, Michigan 

●​ Fundraised $37,900 in nearly 2 years of independent grant writing; managed budget and expenses.   
●​ Managed University of Michigan customized database for procurement services.  
●​ Developed & administered 3 arts equity models of staffing and programming that addressed the needs of 

marginalized target communities based on 2 years of spearheading stakeholder research.  
●​ Created and Managed over 150 art & leadership roles and 29 partnerships from nonprofits & colleges. 
●​ Graphically designed, strategized & managed social media platforms, websites, communications (Google 

Suites, Adobe Suites, Canva, Weebly, etc.) 
●​ Increased grassroots reach by 2,866% through social media campaigns. 

Young Artist Company Manager & Teaching Artist                   2018-2019, June 2021 - February 2024 
Mosaic Youth Theatre of Detroit                                                                                                          Detroit, Michigan 

●​ Educated 3-12 grade students through social emotional learning and theatre, dance & drama.  
●​ Designed discipline-specific and interdisciplinary creative curriculums and production pieces for 

cross-cultural 3-12 grade young artists. 
Culture Con Social/Digital Team                                                                                            October 2024 
Creative Collective New York                                                                                                          Brooklyn, New York 

●​ Enhanced digital engagement and promoted key sessions at large-scale, high-profile conferences. 
●​ Interviewed talent and attendees; developing questions, setting-up equipment, and facilitating discussion. 

 

Playwright Associate                                                                                  September 2024 - October 2024 
Signature Theatre x Manhattan Theatre Club                                                                          New York City, New York 

●​ Observed and received mentorship from Broadway playwright, Dominique Morisseau, during her 
Off-Broadway premier of Bad Kreyol, produced by The Signature Theatre x The Manhattan Theatre Club. 

 

Peer Mentor & Coordinator                                                                                 August 2022 - April 2023 
optiMize Social Innovation Challenge                                                                                             Ann Arbor, Michigan 

●​ Managed customized databases for project management, scheduling and leading meetings to consult 
university scholars on developing organizations maximizing social impact and pitching for donor support.   

●​ Supported Director in developing work plans for stakeholder outreach and fundraisers.   
●​ Learned and communicated system of units responsible for student social and financial well-being. 

 

Production Assistant                                                                                                          September 2022 
Beyond 8 x Gucci Changemakers                                                                                                       Detroit, Michigan 

●​ Supported interior design set-up, take-down, and event management for high-profile, philanthropic event. 
 

Director of Partnerships                                                                                 September 2021 - April 2022 
Blank Space Playwriting Workshop                                                                                                Ann Arbor, Michigan 

●​ Established & managed partnership with The Dramatist Guild to offer memberships and education to 
student playwrights. 

●​ Mobilized outreach tools to connect BIPOC playwrights with BIPOC actors. 
Program Coordinator                                                                                     September 2021 - April 2022 
University of Michigan Museum of Art (UMMA)                                                                           Ann Arbor, Michigan 

●​ Coordinated all aspects of events and programming including scheduling activities and facilitation. 
●​ Collaborated with Director and university instructors and students to graphically design multimedia project 

displayed in UMMA’s Curriculum Collection Exhibition. 
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Projects    —————————————————————————————————— 
The God Bless the Child Film Initiative                                                                    March 2022 - Present 

●​ Prototyped & directed arts methodology & programs centering feedback from diverse communities.  
●​ Developed stakeholder relations The Duderstadt Studio, UM Alumni & staff and nearly 10 UM student 

organizations building equity for marginalized communities to support programming.  
●​ Directed, wrote and performed afrofuturist screenplay about college to premier at self-produced summit. 

The Princess Project                                                                                             September 2022 - Present 
●​ Fundraised & managed $21k in grants & awards in 5 months for all expenses paid, one month ethnographic 

creative study for 4 students to research the culture behind Disney’s The Princess and the Frog. 
●​ Managed UM customized database for university nonprofit procurement services: training staff, tracking 

donations, completing reimbursements, creating and updating records for travel expenses 
●​ Coordinated student travel, contracts and payment to museums, nonprofits and community participants. 
●​ Developed stakeholder relations with cultural justice institutions such as Xavier University, André Cailloux 

Center, Congo Square Preservation Society, and UM DAAS. 
●​ Collected testimonials and survey responses at Essence Festival and previously mentioned institutions 

toward the script development of an Afrofuturist musical theatre project. 
●​ Created and executed plans for credit agreements, gifts, and stipends for attendees, collaborators, and 

donors.  
The Into the Light Initiative                                                                                     October 2021 - Present 

●​ Fundraised & managed $16.9k to support arts &  healing initiatives for Black male-identifiers.  
●​ Developed & directed an arts wellness curriculum informed by cultural research for diverse communities.  
●​ Developed stakeholder relations with UM CAPS and optiMize to support programming.  
●​ Directed & wrote stage play about the healing experience of marginalized men that earned awards from UM 

Hopwood (3) and The Kennedy Center (2).  
The Little Amal Parade                                                                                                       September 2023 

●​ Performed as the lead artists for The Little Amal Parade finale at University of Michigan Museum of Art.  
●​ Directed ensemble of student musicians, dancers, and creative leaders in a multidisciplinary rendition of 

“Still I Rise” (Maya Angelou) from idea conception to execution.   
The Freedom Community Engagement Music Tour                                        January 2023 - April 2023 

●​ Directed all creative, commercial, coordinating, & recruitment efforts for a live performance tour across 
UM that involved a multidisciplinary BIPOC undergraduate student cast sharing songs of empowerment.  

 
 

Administrative Awards & Arts Residencies—————————————————— 
The 2024 Kennedy Center Black Playwrights Gathering                                                               

2023-2024 Hip Hop Theatre Award: The Kennedy Center American College Theatre Festival         

2023-2024 Best Full Length Play: The Kennedy Center American College Theatre Festival Reg. III.               

2024 Hopwood Award Fifth Place Winner of The Roy W. Cowden Memorial Fellowship  

2023 & 2024 BSU Tribute: Spirit Award           

2023 BSU Tribute: Breakout Organization of The Year Award                     

2023 Hopwood Award Third Place Distinction in Playwriting                                                       

2023 Hopwood Award Third Place in Drama 

2024 MLK Spirit Award 

2023 EXCEL Impact Award 

2023 OptiMize Social Innovation Prize & Fellowship  

2022 OptiMize Social Innovation Prize & Fellowship 

 

 


